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IELTS Writing (Academic Task 1) - Band Score
Analysis

Current Band Scores:

Task Achievement: 8 Coherence & Cohesion: 8

Lexical Resource: 8 Grammar & Accuracy: 8

Annotated Response with Feedback

The pie chart illustrates the proportions of people using different modes of transport in a major
city in 2023. The data is categorized into five transport types: private cars, buses, trains or metro,
bicycles, and walking.

Feedback: Strong introduction but could be more sophisticated. Consider: “The pie chart
delineates the distribution of transport preferences among urban commuters in a major city
throughout 2023."

Overall nrivate cars ware the most widelv 11ced mode of transnort while walkina was the least

Public transportation, including buses and trains, accounted for a significant portion of

travel, cicugi privace vennon. SIS, W e a1

Feedback: Good overview but lacks precision. Replace "significant portion" with exact figures:
"collectively represented half of all journeys (50%)". Add more sophisticated vocabulary like
"constituted” or "comprised".

Private carc made 11n the laraest chare at 5% faollowed claosehs hv hiices at 3N% These twn modeg

Trains and metro systems
were also a popularchoice, uocu oy cdto o, PE8 L I || SThia: u cutioraer u i e
residents relied on public transport.

Feedback: Replace “popular choice" with more precise language: "constituted a substantial
proportion"” or "accounted for a notable fifth". The phrase “"considerable number" is vague - be
more specific with data.

By contrast, non-motorized transport options were less common. Bicycles accounted for 10% of
total users, while only 5% of people preferred to travel on foot, making it the least favored mode.

Feedback: Good use of contrast. For Band 9, consider: “Conversely, environmentally
sustainable transport modes demonstrated markedly lower adoption rates" and "rendering
pedestrian travel the most marginal transport preference".

Comparing public and private transport use, the combined share of buses and trains (50%) slightly
exceeded that Of private cars (35%), [ERAS LT EN Y It’ “ sl UVVIIIB u\-r.l\-l A e W 'Juunt... LI J}JL\-I 112

Feedback: Avoid speculation about "growing dependence” - the data shows only one year.
Replace with: "demonstrating that public transport collectively surpassed private vehicle usage
by a considerable margin of 15 percentage points”.

Grammar and Spelling Corrections

Minor Enhancement: "trains or metro" — Suggestion: "rail transport (trains and metro systems)"
for more precision

Tense Consistency: All verbs correctly in past tense - well done
Article Usage: Generally accurate throughout
Punctuation: Properly managed - no errors detected

Word Formation: All words correctly formed

Sample Band 9 Response

The pie chart delineates the distribution of transport preferences among urban commuters in a
major city throughout 2023, categorizing usage across five distinct modes: private vehicles, buses,
rail transport, cycling, and pedestrian travel.

Overall, motorized transport dominated urban mobility patterns, with private cars constituting the
single largest segment, while pedestrian movement represented the most marginal preference.
Notably, public transport systems collectively surpassed private vehicle usage, indicating
substantial reliance on shared transportation infrastructure.

Private automobiles commanded the largest individual share at slightly over one-third (35%),
closely followed by bus services at three-tenths (30%). These two predominant modes collectively
accounted for nearly two-thirds of all urban journeys. Rail transport, encompassing trains and
metro systems, constituted a substantial fifth (20%) of commuter preferences, reinforcing the
significance of public transportation networks.

Conversely, environmentally sustainable transport modes demonstrated markedly lower adoption
rates. Cycling represented a modest one-tenth (10%) of transport choices, while pedestrian travel
constituted merely one-twentieth (5%), rendering it the most marginal transport preference
among urban residents.

When aggregated, public transportation modes (buses and rail systems) collectively comprised
exactly half (50%) of all journeys, surpassing private vehicle usage by a considerable margin of 15
percentage points, thereby highlighting the critical role of public transit infrastructure in urban
mobility.

Breakdown by IELTS Writing Criteria

Task Achievement (Current: 8 — Target: 9)

Strengths: All bullet points addressed, clear overview provided, accurate data reporting,
appropriate comparisons made.

Weaknesses: Occasional speculation beyond data scope, could be more precise in data
presentation.

Improvement: Avoid interpretative language about trends not shown in data, use more
sophisticated data presentation techniques.

Coherence & Cohesion (Current: 8 — Target: 9)

Strengths: Logical organization, clear progression, effective paragraphing, good use of cohesive
devices.

Weaknesses: Some cohesive devices could be more sophisticated, occasional mechanical linking.

Improvement: Use more varied and sophisticated linking expressions, ensure seamless flow
between ideas.

Lexical Resource (Current: 8 — Target: 9)

Strengths: Good range of vocabulary, appropriate word choice, clear meaning throughout.
Weaknesses: Some repetitive expressions, could use more sophisticated academic vocabulary.

Improvement: Incorporate more precise academic terms, use synonyms to avoid repetition,
employ more sophisticated collocations.

Grammar & Accuracy (Current: 8 — Target: 9)
Strengths: Wide range of structures used accurately, good control of complex sentences, minimal

errors.

Weaknesses: Could demonstrate more sophisticated sentence structures, some constructions
could be more elegant.

Improvement: Use more varied and complex sentence patterns, incorporate advanced
grammatical structures naturally.

What You Did Well

(2 Comprehensive task coverage: All bullet points thoroughly addressed

£ Clear structure: Well-organized with effective introduction, overview, and detailed paragraphs
[ Accurate data reporting: All figures correctly cited and compared

£4 Logical progression: Ideas flow coherently from general to specific

[ Appropriate tone: Maintained formal academic register throughout

[ Effective comparisons: Successfully compared public vs private transport

[ Strong overview: Clear identification of main trends and key features

Key Areas for Improvement

Vocabulary Sophistication:
Replace common words with academic alternatives: "significant" — "substantial/considerable”,

“popular — "prevalent”, "common" — "widespread"

Data Precision:

Use more precise mathematical language: “exactly half", "precisely one-third", "marginally
exceeded"

Avoid Speculation:

Remove interpretative language about trends not shown: "growing dependence” should focus only
on presented data

Sentence Sophistication:

Incorporate more complex grammatical structures and varied sentence beginnings

Action Plan for Band Score Improvement

Immediate Actions: Practice Exercises:

» Study advanced academic vocabulary for data  « Rewrite responses using only sophisticated

description vocabulary

» Practice sophisticated sentence structures « Practice complex sentence transformations
« Learn precise mathematical expressions « Study Band 9 model answers for vocabulary
« Avoid speculative language in data reports « Focus on seamless paragraph transitions

Recommended Practice

Specific Exercise: Rewrite your response using only Band 9 vocabulary and structures:

Replace every common word with an academic equivalent
Transform simple sentences into complex, sophisticated structures
Use precise mathematical language for all data points

Ensure every cohesive device is sophisticated and natural

Focus areas: Vocabulary elevation, sentence sophistication, mathematical precision, and seamless
cohesion. Your foundation is strong - now refine for excellence.
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